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CAL Products Now Available
At New, Greatly Reduced Pricing!

What could be bet ter 
than Creative Ad ap ta tions 
for Learn ing prod ucts, which 
make im ag es clearly per cep -
ti ble to the blind or visually 
im paired? 

The answer is easy: the 
wide range of CAL prod ucts 

available at new, sub stan -
tial ly lower prices!

Through generous cor-
 po rate and individual un der -
writ ing, the prices of many 
of the products in the CAL 
catalog have been cut by half 
or more. The pop u lar CAL-
tac Shape Flash cards in the 
“Be gin ner Set,” for ex am ple 
have been re duced from $32 
to $16 and the “Ad vanced Set” 
has gone from $38.50 to $19. 
The 44-piece set of CAL-tac 
Counting cards, now $25, had 
been $57.50, and the 26-card 
set of Al pha bet Flash cards 
and 30-card set of Cloth ing 
Cards, both for mer ly $45, are 
now only $22.

CAL also offers an ex ten -
sive se lec tion of note-cards 
with en ve lopes for only $2.75 
each. Orders of ten or more 
cards will be dis count ed by 

ten percent. Se lec tions 
in clude “con grat u la tions” 
cards with a pic ture of bal-
 loons, “hap py birthday” 
cards featuring a clown 
face or a birthday cake with 
a can dle, a “sea son’s greet-
——Continued on page 2 

The Cre ative Ad ap ta tions 
for Learn ing Board of Di rec -
tors, Pres i dent Muriel Turk 
and Ex ec u tive Director Shir-
ley Keller extend their thanks 
and ap pre ci a tion to Elayne 
Bernstein for her gen er ous 
donation, be gin ning the 
cam paign to un der write the 
cost of CAL products.
——Continued on page 2   

Initial Individual 
Contribution Gets
Campaign Roll ing

Creative Ad ap ta tions for 
Learning has re ceived a 
major grant to be used to 
underwrite the de vel op ment 
of a new product for blind 
children. The grant is from 
the Foun da tion for Sight and 
Sound, a Long Island, New 
York based organization that 
sup ports agencies working
——Continued on page 2 

Foundation Grant 
Underwrites Cost 
Of Development

This issue of CALeidoscope was made possible 
through a generous con tri bu tion from Astoria Federal Savings.



Products Available at New Reduced Pric ing!

Grant Underwrites Development Cost

——Continued from page 1
ings” card with ei ther a 
snowperson or bells and 
hol ly il lus tra tion, and cards 
featuring hearts, a butterfl y, 
fl ow ers, stars and an Amer-
 i can fl ag, among many other 
choices.

CAL’s newest prod uct 
of fer ing, a “TOUCH and 

LEARN Tactile Ac tiv i ty 
Book,” engages the pre-
braille reader in a variety of 
skill-building ac tiv i ties. It is 
priced at only $22.

“Humpty Dumpty and 
Oth er Touch ing Rhymes,” 
the popular CAL-tac book il-
 lus trat ing many memorable 
children’s nursery rhymes, is 

now only $24. And, “Touch 
the Stars,” the tac tile guide 
ex plain ing the solar system 
is priced at $30.

For a com plete cat a log of 
CAL prod ucts, call Cre ative 
Ad ap ta tions for Learn ing 
at 516-466-9143 or visit 
<calinfo@cal-s.org>, the 
CAL website.

Corporations, as well as 
foundations and in di vid u als, 
are in vit ed to help CAL bring 
its prod ucts to more of the 
vi su al ly im paired by help ing 
to underwrite their cost. For 
details on un der writ ing op-
 por tu ni ties, call CAL at 516-
466-9143.

——Continued from page 1
Personal con tri bu tions, 

as well as those made by 
the busi ness com mu ni ty and 
foun da tions, will enable the 
ac claimed prod ucts made 
by CAL to be placed in the 
hands of a great er num ber 
of chil dren.

To fi nd out more about 
how your con tri bu tion can 
ben e fi t blind chil dren, call 
CAL Ex ec u tive Di rec tor 
Shirley Keller at 516-
466-9143 or e-mail her at 
calinfo@cal-s.org.

Initial Individual 
Contribution Gets
Campaign Roll ing

——Con tin ued from page 1
with people with vi sion or hear ing im pair ment.

The Foundation for Sight and Sound fund ing will be 
used, in co op er a tion with Na tion al Braille Press, for the 
pro duc tion of CAL’s new TOUCH and LEARN Tac tile Ac tiv i ty 
Book. The grant will place the book’s pric ing with in reach 
of a greater num ber of con sum ers, ac cord ing to Shirley 
Keller, CAL ex ec u tive di rec tor.

Distribution of the book has already be gun, “and it is 
gratifying to see how ap pre cia tive so many of the re cip i ents 
have been,” she said.

The organization now known as The Foun da tion for Sight 
and Sound was found ed by Mitch Shapiro in 2004. Its pur-
 pose is to carry out its founder’s dream: “to raise money and 
give it away” to qual i fy ing grant ap pli cants whose projects, 
ser vic es and pro grams en hance the quality of life for those 
with visual and/or au di to ry challenges. 

“The activity book will be distributed through Na tion al 
Braille Press at sub si dized pricing be cause of the gen er os i ty 
of The Foun da tion for Sight and Sound,” Ms. Keller said. “It 
will be avail able to stu dents, schools and li brar ies.”

Some of the books will also be used by Na tion al Braille 
Press through a grant from Reader’s Di gest to fund a project 
to determine the value of tactile graph ics in lit er a cy. 

Further information about the study, as well as the 
TOUCH and LEARN Tactile Activity Book, is available by 
call ing CAL at 516-466-9143.



By Shirley Keller
To paraphrase an old 

tune: what a year this has 
been, what a great mode 
we’re in, why it’s al most 
like fi nd ing success. 

With a generous award 
granted to CAL from The 
Foun da tion for Sight and 
Sound, CAL com plet ed the 
prep a ra tion of an oth er fi rst-
of-its-kind CAL-tac  ed u ca -
tion al book: “TOUCH and 
LEARN Tac tile Ac tiv i ty Book” 
designed as a lit er a cy tool for 
young pre-braille read ers. 
The book is al ready doing 
well, having been en thu si a-
s ti cal ly re ceived in several 
school dis tricts in the New 
York area. 

National Braille Press 
is using 100 cop ies of the 
ac tiv i ty book for a research 
study to show the ef fec -
tive ness of tac tile graph-
ics in a read ing readiness 
pro gram. The Readers 
Di gest Part ners for Sight 

Foun da tion is fund ing this 
project. So the al pha bet soup of 
progress now reads: FSS funds 
CAL, which con sults for NBP to 
re search ef fec tive ness of tac tile 
graph ics fund ed by RDPSF.   

An additional 400 cop ies 
of CAL-tac “TOUCH and 
LEARN Tactile Ac tiv i ty Book” 
will be ready for dis tri bu tion 
by year’s end. 

Several work shops, at 
an in ter na tion al con fer ence 
about tactile graph ics host ed 
in the U.K. used CAL-tac 
ma te ri al as examples of how 
well-con ceived and well-
con struct ed tac tile graph ics 
should look. “Visio,” a re-
 search in sti tute in the Neth-
 er lands, dis played the study 
they pub lished that used four 
sets of CAL-tac fl ash cards.  

Next: Despite soar ing 
costs, CAL is not only re-
 sist ing the urge to raise its 
pric es, but we are tak ing a 
drastic, bold step. CAL will 
be cutting its pric es! You 

read that cor rect ly. CAL is 
re duc ing the price of most 
prod ucts by about 50 per-
 cent.  

 Why? The av er age par-
 ent or teacher can go into 
any book or toy store in 
Amer i ca and fi nd an abun-
 dance of books for chil dren 
with en tic ing pictures and 
ac tiv i ties in print, avail able 
for less than $10. In fact, 
most chil dren have many 
print items in their homes, 
schools and li brar ies. Not 
so for children who are blind. 
For them, a sin gle vol ume is 
trea sured, part ly be cause 
the cost is so great.

CAL is convinced that as 
a not-for-profi  t or ga ni za tion, 
it is in cum bent upon us to 
make our unique ma te ri als 
avail able to our con sum ers 
at re al is tic prices. To do so 
will re quire do nors to help 
underwrite the dif fer en tial. 
We look for ward to your 
sup port. 

From the Director: Why Lower Our Pric es?

Notice CALeidoscope’s goldenrod back-
 ground color? The color yellow is uni ver sal ly 
used against black print be cause it is the best 
contrast for ease of reading. That’s why CAL, 
school busses and taxicabs all use a “gold en rod” 
back ground with black writing.

CALeidoscope’s postal indicia reads: “Free 
Matter for the Blind” ac com pa nied by the state-

 ment: “Large Print Edition.” Through the effort of 
Helen Keller, in 1935, Con gress passed leg is -
la tion permitting mail to be sent to or from “the 
blind” free of charge. Of course, a few strings are 
attached: the ma te ri al must be writ ten in Braille 
or large print (14-point type or great er) and must 
be un sealed. They prob a bly didn’t want any in-
 ter lop ers to abuse the privilege!

Why We’re  Big and Yellow!



Creative Adaptations 
for Learning

38 Beverly Road, Great Neck, NY 11021-1330

Free Matter
for the Blind

and Phys i cal ly
Handicapped

Large Print Edition
For further details on topics in this news let ter 
log on to the CAL website: www.cal-s.org

Our mission is to make pictures “visible” to peo ple who are blind the 
way printed words have been made “readable” through braille.
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CAL-tac is the trademark for the tactile graph ics produced by 
Cre ative Ad ap ta tions for Learning.

This issue of CALeidoscope was made possible through a gen-
erous con tri bu tion from Astoria Federal Savings.

CAL 
Re ceives 

Major Grant
Foundation for 
Sight and Sound 
Pres i dent Mitch 
Shapiro pre sents 
CAL Executive 
Director Shirley 
Keller with 
an over sized 
check, formally 
un der writ ing 
CAL product 
de vel op ment.




